Henrie Wriothesley, the third Earl of Southampton.
Captain of the Isle of Wight.
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Henry Wriothesley*, 1573-1624, the third Earl of Southampton, was a patron of Shakespeare, and Captain of the Isle of Wight, 1603.
 For a recent account see ‘Shakespeare and the Earl of Southampton’, by G.P. Akrigg. 1968. On page 135:



“In September 1603, in consequence of the death of George Carey, Lord Hunsden, the Earl of Southampton was appointed Captain of the Isle of Wight. The post was no sinecure. Because of its position the Isle of Wight was vulnerable to both enemy invasions and pirate raids. Only after the defeat of the Armada did the men of the Island cease evacuating their families to the mainland in time of war. Southampton, who always regarded himself as a soldier entered with enthusiasm upon his captaincy. Periodically he took up residence in Carisbrooke Castle, and superintended the Island’s defences, even advancing money out of his own pocket for the repair of the lesser castles of Sandown and Yarmouth. Like a benevolent monarch of a little kingdom, he exercised a calm Saturnian reign, later to be looked back upon with nostalgia by the Island gentry. Sir John Oglander would recall how every Tuesday and Thursday, when the Earl was at his bowling on St George’s Down, thirty or forty knights and gentlemen would join him, eating together and playing both bowls and cards.”
               See also Boucher James Vol. I , p. 12. 
1624.
Teares of the Isle of Wight  shed on the Tomb of Henrie, Earl of  Southampton,

 
by Rev. W. Jones, Rev. W. Petties, & Rev. A. Price,

              The authors were Island clergymen who collaborated in the writing. It was a lament 

on the death of Henry Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton on November 10th,at Bergen ap Zoom, in the Netherlands in 1624. He died, within a few days of the death of his son who died on November 5th. at Rosendaal.  They both died of  the ‘fever’. He was Colonel of an English regiment fighting under the Dutch against Spain and the Austrian Hapsburgs. 
Carisbrooke Castle Museum. Catalogue. No.17. Champion Checklist No. 12.


“The poem is sincere and not without genuine pathos but as a conventional elegiac type and of

 
modest literary merit” Sir F. W. Black. 

See Sir Frederick Black, in ‘An Outline Sketch of the Parliamentary History of the Isle of Wight.’ p.10.

*Pronounced  ‘Riz-e-ley’,on the authority of Prof. A.L. Rowse but see page 3 of  Akrigg..

Suggested ‘Ros-e-ley’ by rhythm evidence.
