Isle of Wight Trade Tokens.

What is a token?

It is a pledge, in this case, a small coin used as small change. The issuer promises that he will deliver its value in coin of the realm, on presentation, in the same way that we now use bank notes and cheques. Most money today is ‘token’ money i.e. its intrinsic value is less than what it purports to be. Until the First World War this was the exception. Gold and silver coins had a value only very slightly less than the face value. A token coinage was before this was emergency money usually issued when governments failed to provide enough coins. It was later realised that these tokens were a valuable means of advertisement or propaganda and later still, coins were issued just to satisfy collectors
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[image: image2.emf]The ‘Tokens’ sent by Robert Hooke to his Brother on the Isle of Wight   Robert H. Thompson     Twenty years ago it was shown that the seventeenth - century tokens of England and  Wales were, with few exceptions, produced in London by the moneyers of the Tower  mint . While this thesis has gained general acceptance, the mechanics of distribution to  the localities remains obscure. Its operation may be discerned in the Salisbury City  Council decision in 1658 that Messrs William Stone and James Heely do now in  London tak e course for stamping of five pounds worth of farthings, in Norwich’s  ‘desire’ that their Member of Parliament in 1667 send for two hundredweight of  farthings, and in Lincoln’s order in 1669 that the sheriffs pay to the mayor the  halfpennies ordered at a c ost of £20 ‘as soon as they can get them from London’.  Since these corporation tokens were in part intended to counteract those that  shopkeepers and others issued for their own private lucre, these shopkeepers could  hardly have used the same official chann els. The distribution of the privately - issued  tokens is even more obscure. 1     Discovery of apparent documentation of such a process of distribution was  therefore of great interest, with the added bonus of dating an undated token. Robert  Hooke (1635 - 1703), t he natural philosopher and discoverer of Hooke’s Law, was  born in Freshwater on the Isle of Wight, second son of the Revd. John Hooke. His  elder brother, baptised John on 9 May 1630, became a grocer in Newport High Street,  where he issued a token as follow s.   Obv.   ·IOHN·HOOKE·NEWPORT  around the Grocers’ arms   Rev .    ·IN·THE·ISLE·OF·WIGHT  around  .H. | I E       (Fig. 1)   Williamson, Hampshire 111; Wetton, Newport 9 and pl. 10G; Norweb iii.1906. 2  


He would become Mayor of Newport in 1668 and 1676, but things did not go well, whether for business or for family reasons. On Wednesday 27th February 1677-8, as Robert Hooke heard on the following Friday, his brother died ‘by suspending him selfe’ (Aubrey). Suicide, felo de se, was a serious crime, leaving him liable to be denied Christian burial and to have his property confiscated, but after representations by the Governor of the Island the King remitted the latter penalty. John Hooke’s widow Elizabeth née Mainer [Maynard], whence the E on the reverse, married 1658, was buried in 1684.3

Robert Hooke went to Christ Church, Oxford, and then in London became curator of experiments for the newly-formed Royal Society, of which he became a Fellow in 1663, and Secretary in 1677-82. It was based at Gresham College in Bishopsgate Street, where as Professor of Geometry he had rooms from 1664 until his death. Following the Great Fire of London Hooke was one of the surveyors for the rebuilding, and the architect of such buildings as Bethlehem Hospital in Moorfields, also Burlington House, Greenwich Observatory, the Pepys Library in Cambridge, and Ramsbury Manor in Wiltshire. In the reconciliation of a difference with Newton the latter wrote to Hooke the famous words quoted on the Two Pounds from 1997, ‘If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of Giants’.4

The brothers Hooke kept in regular contact, with John sending farm produce to Robert, and Robert sending books, money, or scientific instruments to John. In the course of this exchange Robert is stated to have recorded in his diary that ‘he sent his brother, John, tokens made in London’. This statement may be found in an excellently-documented but little-known desktop publication by Dr Alan Champion of Ventnor, IoW. However, the present writer had previously noted the statement from some piece of journalism which also reported the original source, viz. Hooke’s diaries in the Guildhall Library, City of London, so Dr Champion may not be the sole source.5 

The diaries covering 1672-80 have been published, and include the following directly relevant passages. The date 1672 was immediately ominous for the reliability of the statement since it would be late for tokens, and was the year in which the replacement regal farthings were issued, as recorded in the diary:

1672 August (22) New farthings first publique

August (23) New Farthings 5sh. worth

September (3) Bought of Mr Collins 5sh farthings

September (14) 40sh from Brother
September (27) Received from Mr Collins 20sh in farthings for which the messenger received 20sh in silver

October (13) writ to Brother, and received 20sh for farthings and a basket of grapes

November (10) Received from Brother J. Hooke by Hewet for Grace’s bord £4

November (11) 25sh. farthings from Hore, sent to Brother Hooke.

Mr Collins was John Collins FRS (1625-1683), mathematician and government clerk. Grace was John’s daughter. ‘Hewet’ was Huet the carrier, and apparently transported the farthings to the Isle of Wight, just as he had brought up the money for Grace’s board, her lodging being free. The editors do not identify ‘Hore’, but presumably he was either James Hoare sen. (d.1696), Comptroller of the Mint 1660-96 and commissioner in charge of the copper coinage 1672-76, or his son James Hoare jun. (d.1679), clerk to the master-worker at the Mint 1660-78, chief clerk from 1667, and joint comptroller 1662.6

So the ‘tokens’ which Robert Hooke sent to ‘Brother Hooke’ in the Isle of Wight were actually twenty-five shillings-worth of farthings, which must refer to the Charles II farthings issued from August 1672, and not to the [farthing] tokens issued by John Hooke, grocer (1630-1678). The myth to the contrary should be suppressed before any other journalists pick it up.
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