




Introduction.


This checklist of Isle of Wight books and other printed works grew out of a catalogue of my own collection. At some time, the collector needs to know what material is available to him and in my case the need was met by book lists from collectors of the past. The Reverend R. G. Davis, of Cowes started such a list but he was unable to print or publish it and his notes were given to Hubert Garle of Billingham. In 1909 he organized and developed them and had two copies made, by J. P. Witham, ‘Typewriter/copyist’ of Pyle House, Newport. which he called “‘Bibliotheca Vectensis’; a preliminary catalogue of books relating to the Isle of Wight”. One copy was sent to the British Museum and the other is in the Local Collection at the Lord Louis Mountbatten Library.


Roby Eldridge, a respected local solicitor and collector of Isle of Wight books produced a list of  I.O.W. books which was based on his collection and he referred to ‘Father Davis’s short list and to Gilbert and Godwin’s Bibliotheca Hantoniensis published in 1891as further sources of titles on the title page. His manuscript list is also in the Local Collection at the Lord Louis Library.


In 1975 Dr Raymond Turley, published his book `Hampshire and Isle of Wight Bibliographies` in 
which he edited   1. A list of books from Sir William Cope`s Library at Bramhill dated 1879. 

            2. A reprint of Godwin and Gilbert`s Bibliotheca Hantoniensis,2nd edition, dated 1891


            3. Rev. E.W. Wilson`s Supplementary Hampshire Bibliography, dated 1896/7.


            4. Rev.R.G. Davis`s Second Supplement to Hampshire Bibliography, 1904/5.


            5. W.Upcott`s Hampshire Section from `A bibliographical account of the principal works relating to English Topography,1818.


            6.J.R. Smith`s Catalogue of tracts, pamphlets, prints and drawings .illustrating Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. 1878.


            7.J.W.Hotten`s Handbook to the Topography and Family History of England and Wales, (Hampshire Sections). 1863.


            8.J.P.Anderson`s ‘The Book of English Topography’(Hampshire Section).1881.

He also provided a  valuable index to all the works mentioned.      


I have had the great advantage of reference to all these works as well as my own collection notes, lists and a card index and I have also used Alan Parker’s ‘Isle of Wight Local History; a Guide to Sources’ and catalogues of  auctions of Isle of Wight Books and I acknowledge my debt of gratitude to all  the sources and authors mentioned as well as the courteous help of the Newport Library staff.  


Much thought has gone into the contents of this List. Early works are included because of their interest even if the Island reference is slight or tenuous. Eldridge excluded works with just a short reference to the Island but I have included them because they are of great value to the local historian.  Civil War Pamphlets are included in the list if they have an Isle of Wight reference.


Much fiction and poetry is included but all the works of some of the famous writers such as Tennyson and Swinburne who lived here are not included nor are some of the biographies and critical essays because of the sheer volume of the work available to the reader. Likewise, all the works written by Island visitors are not present. 


Newspapers are not included but there is a comprehensive list in Parker’s ‘Guide to Sources’, which meets this need.


Periodicals are, in general, not included, but some with great interest and often very short runs are collected and I have made a reference to these where possible. A few early maps are included particularly if there is accompanying letterpress.  Dr Raymond Turley has produced a check-list of I.O.W. maps, printed in the Proceedings of the Hants Field Club and Archaeological Society Vol 31.1976. pp 53-64., which is a valuable source of reference.  


Scientific papers on Local History, Geography, Geology, and Natural History are included as these are of great local interest and often needed in research, but the list is not complete. Off-prints and reprints from Scientific Journals were often bound and kept and most collections have examples of these. Gilbert and Godwin’s Bibliotheca Hantoniensis has a section on references to Hampshire in books and periodicals fairly complete to 1891 but the spate of  learned articles after then makes completeness unattainable.  


Some Acts of Parliament are included as they often appear in book lists and Parker gives a more complete account of these.


Ephemerata, Catalogues, Programmes, Rules of Clubs, Membership lists and other similar items are included where it has seemed appropriate but of necessity many will be missing. as will be minutes of Clubs and Committees and reports from Local Authorities and Administrations. The Isle of Wight Local Collection and the County Record Office have large collections of these, suitably card- indexed.


The arrangement of  this checklist is a) chronological starting in 1551 to the present (1995.)

                                                                        b) alphabetical by author’s surname.


This check-list is thus personal and incomplete and the dates of a few items probably inaccurate and some of these were published undated. These have been included at a date that, from knowledge of the author, is within a decade. In spite of these  limitations, it is hoped that the check-list will be of value. Comments on serious acts of omission and commission  would be welcomed by the compiler. At the end of the day, the responsibility is mine and I hope that I will not upset too many experts and  enthusiasts with my choice. The Isle  of Wight  has been abbreviated to  ‘I.O.W’. or ‘I.W.’, as the mood took me, which seems to have been practice for many years. The idea that the correct, caulkhead,( Isle of Wight Native) rendering should be ‘I.W’.is acknowledged and it is the correct postal abbreviation..    


The construction of the  Access database has been a learning process, greatly enjoyed ,but of necessity an armchair occupation, and it was published in 1997  However, the increasing number of books in the Supplement made a second edition necessary which was published later in that year when a truncated printout of the notes was added. The third edition, again with an enlarged supplements and was issued in February 1999 *.


That publication  was a printed report, i.e a dynaset or list, produced, when a query was put to database. This was addressed to database and was called the ‘Champion Checklist of Isle of Wight Books, 1999.’ which was produced by consolidating  the original Checklist and the Supplement. . The Supplement numbers have been altered to achieve this, thus Supplement no. S 1 becomes 3001, no. S 10 becomes 3010 and so on. This explains the #3000’s scattered in the checklist. It is down-loadable in Excel † to reduce the size of the file.


Since 1980 I had been collecting material for yet another Isle of Wight Bibliography. This material and the information in the checklist were published, starting in 1997, as ‘ Vectis ’  A Bibliographical Catalogue of Isle of  Wight Books, in five volumes *. 


The Isle of Wight remains a constant joy  and  the volume of the written word about it a constant reminder of its appreciation by all its authors. 
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