Early Ventnor Doctors.
Martin, George  Anne , L.S.A. 1828, M.R.C.S. Eng., L.R.C.P. Lond . 1830 M.D. Edin.1835 Born 12/07/1806, died 7/01/1867.


  He was a physician, aged 30, when he came to Ventnor in 1836, from Enfield, Middlesex, with his father, George Greenwell Martin,(aged 66 b. 1771 d.1842 ) and his brother John, aged 28.( The father was later buried in the family vault at Wormley, Hereford).The family lived at Belgrave House, Belgrave Road.


He was a “fashionable” doctor and came on the suggestion of Sir James Clark, his patron, who had just written a book extolling the virtues of the climate of the Undercliff. (The Influence of  Climate on the Chronic Diseases of the Chest and Digestive Organs, 2nd.edition 1830). This district had been brought to Sir James’ notice by Dr Lemprière of Newport, early in 1830, after the publication of the 1st edition of 1829. This 2nd edition was influential in the early growth of the town by encouraging doctors to send their patient to the Undercliff in search of a cure from digestive and pulmonary diseases. 


Mark Norman, a Ventnor diarist, said of him in his memoirs “He was a little man, dark and apparently about 40, He was thin and spare and a nervous debility prevented him from walking due to a partial paralysis of his legs. He was of no great intellect but gifted with industry and perseverance.” (This was possibly jaundiced view because he blamed Martin for a personal tragedy.)


Dr Martin kept careful weather records and wrote a book on the Undercliff.

( The Undercliff of the Isle of Wight, its climate, history and  natural productions, 1849.  John Churchill. It was dedicated to Sir James Clark. ) A stained glass window in the entrance of Belgrave House showed the Martin arms, (Rebus: a marten).He was a member of the Ventnor Improvement Committee in !844 .    Dr Whitehead married his daughter, and took over his practice. 

Martin, John Baratty., L.S.A. 1831, M.R.C.S. 1833, 

Former Res. Med. Off. London Ophthalmic Hospital, Moorfields, London, Occ. Surgeon R.N.H., Hon. Med. Attendant, London City Mission Seaside Home, Ventnor. He suggested the need for a Sanitary Medical Association and stressed the need for a Medical Officer of Health in 1880. He was a member of the Highway Committee and also on the Steering Committee of the Ryde Hospital 

“A poor, vain and inflated little man.” ( Mark Norman).  He died in 1866.


The Martin’s sister, Elizabeth Constance, who came with them to Ventnor is also recorded on the tombstone.


Mrs Elizabeth Isabella Martin , wife of Dr George was called a ”gay and thoughtless and frivolous ” woman who gave large parties at great expense for the fashionable invalids sent to the town and the Gentry, so described by Mark Norman. .She died on April 7th 1882 aged 65.

 
Their daughter, Constance Sophia, baptised July 16th 1840, died 1843. 

 
Their son went to Eton and later joined the Royal Navy as a Marine Lieutenant, “without success. He then died abroad” – Mark Norman .


Gawthorpe, Matthew, L.S.A 1826, M.R.C.S. 1826. General Practitioner, (Provincial Medical Directory, 1847.)He was born in York and after qualifying spent 3 years as Resident Surgeon at Kendall Dispensary.  He was living in Ventnor by 1839 (Vectis Directory) and built Medical Hall, 3 High St., ( Later Smith’s Chemist,  and now Boots). He was a `Chemist, Druggist, Surgeon`.. Mark Norman says that he was eccentric and a puritan who also was eager for profit and was not as intelligent as Doswell and treated Doswell badly.  He eventually owned much land in Ventnor.


Doswell, George Henry Born 12/07/1806. Died  7/01/67, L.S.A.  1833  Provincial  Medical  Directory 1847.

                        General Practitioner. In some references he is called Dodswell.

          He arrived in Ventnor in 1836. “He alighted from the coach with two crutches because he had been injured in a riding accident, when his horse fell on him” He is thought to have came from Romsey. (Doswell was also a name of a publisher in Winchester at that time.)

Mark Norman describes him as a “gossip” and that he “suffered from epilepsy due to overwork”. Gawthorpe employed him as a caretaker at Medical Hall, 3 High St Ventnor and he delivered “half a generation” of Ventnor babies..

He was later employed by Mr John Martin, the Surgeon, as an assistant and dispenser.

He retired to Leicestershire and bought a business which failed. He returned to Ventnor, which annoyed some of the people who had contributed to his “handsome silver testimonial” to work as the Martin’s assistant again and he lived at Belgrave House with them.

Tuttiett, Harry Barrington. L.S.A. 1840., M.R.C.S. Hon. Surg. R.N.H.


    Montpelier House, Mill St., ( now Pier St.,)Ventnor , died August 22nd.1878. Medical Officer Undercliff Union. He married one of the Perry sisters, Louisa Julia, who died in March 1878. (These sisters helped in the finance for building Trinity Church.) His house was behind Nash’s car showroom and is now incorporated into the Somerfield Super-market. He died in Dunstable, visiting his nephew. His grave is in Ventnor Churchyard, just over the wall from the telephone kiosk, and marked by a ‘stocky’ cross. There is also a brass memorial plate in St Catherine’s Church, to the left of the altar. 

             Dr F. Bampfylde Tuttiett , M.R.C.S. 1838, of Newport, his brother was the surgeon to the Isle of Wight Pauper Lunatic Asylum. and  Maxwell Gray, the novelist, was the nom de plume of his daughter.
             Dr H.M.C. Tuttiett a doctor in Newport was the Medical Officer of Health. 


Leeson, Henry Beaumont, 1803-1872, M.D., Oxon., F.R.C.P., Lond., F.R.S., M.R.Inst.


 Senior Physician and Lecturer in Forensic Medicine, St. Thomas’ Hospital, London.

He was here in 1855, was a J.P. and land owner in Bonchurch. He held courts in the Justice Room over the Maples Stables at the corner of Madeira Road and Trinity Road.


He lived and died at the Maples but owned and developed, Pulpit Rock, Rosemount, Orchardleigh, Mountfield  and other properties in Bonchurch as a speculative builder. He held a Masonic Lodge in a cave in his garden (now in Pulpit Rock) He was buried in Bonchurch Churchyard under an immense obelisk tomb near the gate.
Hassall, Arthur Hill , M.D. Physician , Royal Free Hospital. London


St Catherine’s House, Church St., Ventnor (now Church View).

Founder of the National Hospital for Consumption (later Royal National Hospital for Diseases of the Chest) He was a renowned microscopist and researcher and he wrote “ The Microscopic Anatomy of the Human Body in Health and Disease”, and researched the purity of  public water supplies and the adulteration of food. He came to Ventnor in 1866 as a sufferer from tuberculosis where he made a rapid recovery. He conceived the idea of the R.N.H. based on the latest theory of the time that the disease was an infection as later propounded by Ludwig Koch.   The patients were accommodated in separate rooms ( “the separate system” of Hassall ),with clean fresh air, suitable climate and a good diet. He insisted that patients could come from any part of the country and their admission was not dependant on their religious beliefs or practices .Patients also had to make a small contribution to the expenses of the hospital. He served on the Management Committee and was Chairman of the Local Committee and acted as Consultant Physician at the hospital and continued his studies in the adulteration of food in a laboratory in St. Catherine’s House He retired from the Hospital in 1877. He went abroad finally settling in San Remo and he died in 1895


Coghill, John George Sinclair, F.R.C.P. Edin. 1864, M.D. Edin. 1857.St. Catherine’s House, Church St. Lecturer in Pathology, Edinburgh Medical School, Demonstrator in Anatomy, Glasgow  Medical School, served with the Baltic Fleet in the Crimean War. Medical Officer, Shanghai General Hospital. Visiting Physician Nat Hosp.for Consumption to follow Dr Hill Hassall who recommended him as successor .He died in 1899  aged 65 after a short illness.

 From “Ventnor Doctors. Caring in a Seaside Town. 1830- 1995.”.
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