C. ROACH SMITH, F.S.A.
(From The  Biograph)
Mr. Charles Roach Smith is descended from two old   Isle of Wight families—the Smiths, who possessed landed property there beyond the time of Charles I., and the Roachs who for generations held Arreton Manor under Leeds Castle in Kent.    His grandfather was elected by Sir Richard Worsley to accompany him in his travels in Greece, whence resulted the "Museum Worsleyanum," and the fine collection of antiquities at   Appuldurcombe,   now  with  the library, dispersed.    His first cousin, Mrs. Moncrieff, was the author of a volume of "sonnets," and his eldest brother, the late Major Henry Smith, r.m., compiled an elaborate botanical compendium, "History of Operas," and a "Glossary of Isle of Wight Words" as yet unpublished.    He himself, the youngest of a large family, of which he is now the only survivor, was born at Landguard Manor near Shanklin, Isle of Wight.    Sent first to f< lady's  school   at Brading, he next went to Swathling, near Southampton, then to Saint Cross, near   Winchester, and   subsequently  to  Lymington. The future career is seLlom  shadowed forth in the uniformity of school    life,   which     is    usually    entered    upon    without    any reference to a boy's capabilities.    Thus the subject of our biography was intended  for  the  Royal   Marines,  then   for  a lawyer,   and ultimately for a chemist.     He might have succeeded as a Barrister, and he did not fail as a chemist, but he hated the sea even though it might have led to his being quartered at Naples, where he could have studied Pompeii.    His own unexpressed wishes tended to the stage, fostered probably by an early attachment to Shakespeare for whom he deserted the cricket ground and all boyish sports.    But this  was not to be;   and Mr.  Roach  Smith, when a very young man,  came  out  in   the   centre   of London as n chemist, having trained in one of the first houses in the cit}.    He prospered rapidly in  business,  and  simultaneously  appeared  as  an  antiquary   or archaeologist.    Within, we think, a year or so, he became a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London, and soon after one of the Council, with men such as Hallum, Sir H. Ellis, Hudson Gurney, and Gage Rokenwode.    At that time the society was more select than it is now, and although Mr. Roach Smith had qualified him​self by papers accepted and printed, and was solicited by eminent Fellows to become  a candidate, he was  honoured  by a sharp
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opposition, which procured for him a large majority at the ballot.
The sudden rise of Mr. Roach Smith as an archaeologist was, in part owing to accidental and fortunate circumstances, which a natural susceptibility to the charms of antiquity led him to turn to good account. Extensive excavations were being- made throughout London in connection with the drainage works, and the remains of the Roman City, Londinium, were being intersecied in all direc​tions unnoticed by the thousands who daily walk above, intent upon the pursuits of the present life, and not dreaming of the rnute voices entombed below. Mr. Roach Smith became self constituted con​servator of the underground works of ancient art. Personally, and by the help of a youthful trained band of explorers, he followed the excavations, and at no trifling- outlay of money, secured what was worth saving, and made observations, so far as it was possible on the foundations of buildings, public and private, as they were ruthlessly cut throug-h and destroyed, or ag-ain covered in, never more, for some g-enerations certainly, to be re-opened.
As he made no secret of his researches, and as the Press circula​ted them, he was not long- allowed to make his observations and spend his money in quietude. The dormant spirit of the City authorities was roused, not to encourage, but to obstruct him. Efforts he did make to conciliate them, but they failed, and he became an interloper in the eyes of the civic magistrates. Not to be daunted, however, he continued to fig-tit the obstructions with his pen through the newspapers. On one occasion he was summon​ed before the Mayor and magistrates at the Mansion House, for having in his possession a Roman sculpture, which had actually been carried away from the City, and which he recovered • and it is on record that shortly after this his friends took for him the Theatre in Lincoln's Inn Fields, and challenged the late Sir William Tite to meet and hear charges brought against him by Mr Roach Smith, and vice versa
Such was the -stormy and belligerent life to which Mr Roach Smith, in his zeal for archaeology, had committed himself. Ifc was compensated, in some measure, by the flattering attention he received from the outer world, through publication of his essays :and papers. These papers, afterwards supplemented by elaborately illustrated works, let in a stream of light upon the state of London and of the social habits and industrial life of its inhabitants, in Roman, Saxon, Norman and Mediaeval times. We see the earliest Roman city occupying an irregular space, with its five main gates corresponding with Bridgegate, Ludgate, Bishopgate, Aldersgate, and Aldgate. During the Roman occupation, it gradually extend​ed beyond the original wall of circumvallation, its length, east, and west, being about a mile, and its breadth, north and south/that from London Wall to the Thames, nearly half a mile.
When Mr. Roach Smith had amassed an extensive and unique collection of antiquities, a calamity came which with manv would have been inevitable ruin. His house in Lothbury was wanted fpr
"City Improvements," and he was at the mercy of those whom he had offended. He offered to make compensation provided he was allowed to re-occupy his house or have another near it. He was curtly refused. After a law suit with Sir Fitzroy Kelly for his
-counsel he found himself with a verdict which paid his expenses in moving'in moving from a nourishing business depending on locality, to the retired and almost obscure Liverpool street, to begin once more de novo, with a good income thoroughly vanished. This was a disaster, but he surmounted it. The premises were commodious, and he could devote a large room for a museum, of London Antiqui​ties which room became resorted to not only by the scientific of this'country, but of the Continent; and compliments and diplomas poured in from the chief European Antiquarian Societies. He was at this time Secretary to the Numismatic Society of London re​ceiving from it, on his retirement, a handsome testimonial. This retirement was rendered necessary from the formation, in 184'i, of the British Archaeological Association by himself and the eminent Thomas Wright, which drew upon him an enormous -amount of labour of a ceaseless and diversified kin 1, remunerative only in credit and popularity
Just before Mr Roach Smith launched the British Archaeological Association he commenced, without any definite object, a series of etchings by himself, with copious notes called "Collectanea Antiqua," the first volume of which was issued in 1845, and the frequent refer​ence which was at once made to its pages oy writers of established reputation, both at home and abroad, were a sufficient proof of its nature and utility.
In the last century the Rev- Bryan Faussett, of Heppington, near Canterbury, excavated, with great care, some hundreds of graves of the early Saxons, and made a minute record, preserving the re​mains in his house. When the studies of antiquities became directed by rigid rules and laws, and were no longer dreamy and speculative, the treasures accumulated by Bryan Faussett, now the property of his son, Margaret Professor at Oxford, were thought upon by Mr. Roach Smith, and he made a somewhat desperate effort to get access to them. He succeeded so well that ultimately, when the collection, refused by the writers of the British Museum, had been purchased by Joseph Mayer, Esq., of Liverpool, the MSS,
-were assigned by Mr. Mayer, to Mr. Roach Smith, to be edited and printed, and the splendid "Inventorium Sepulchrale" was the
-result.
A sudden and serious reduction of income now induced Mr. Roach Smith to retire from London. But he had first to place in security his large collection of London Antiquities, made more valuable and instructive by an "Illustrated Catalogue," forming a handsome volume, published, like most of his works, bj subscription in 1854, A petition was in 1855 presented to the House of Commons by Mr. Gladstone, pointing out that "a public auction would dispose, and utterly destroy and cause to be lost to science, a collection of
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so much national interest, and one which there .could be very little hope left of ever forming again." At the same time Mr. J. H. Gurney presented a memorial from Norwich; and petitions were forwarded to the Lords of the Treasury from London, Kingston-upon-Hull, Leicester, and the Isle of Wight. The sum suggested was £3,000, the estimated cost. This extraordinary public pressure at length induced the Trustees of the British Museum to lend a more favourable ear, and Mr. Roach Smith was asked if he would object to the collection being valued by Messrs. Sotheby and Wilkinson, the well-known auctioneers of literary property ; the proposal put a novel face upon the question, but it was accepted. The valuers chosen said the collection was worth £2,847 ; but it added that it would produce much more if sold in lots by auctions Upon the receipt of the estimate of their valuers the trustees offered Mr. Roach Smith £2,000 ; this he accepted, although he actually held a cheque from the late Lord Londes-borough for £3,000, subject, however, to dispersion after his lordship had selected what he most cared for. The collection gathered during 20 years was thus deposited in the National Museum.
Mr. Roach Smith's purchase of a small freehold at Stroud near Rochester, removed him from a wide connection of friends ; but he was not idle, for during this time his "Illustrations of Roman Lon​don," and the fifth volume of the "Collectanea Antiqua" were proceeding, the former being issued in 1859, and the latter in 1861. To the Gentlemen's Magazine Mr. Roach Smith had long been a contributor; but now he became one of its staff. While engaged in his own literary works he could make time to help others. Mr. Fairholt, in the preface to his "Costume in England," a standard work thus writes:—"My thanks are specially due to Charles Roach Smith, Esq., F.S.A., who may be said to have devoted a life and a fortune to the collection and preservation of a Museum of London Antiquities, unrivalled for its curiosity and interest."
When Mr. Fairholt died, Mr. Roach Smith found himself his sole executor, and he hastened to do what, his departed friend could have never expected or thought of. He obtained leave to place in the church of Stratfbrd-upon-Avon an enamelled monumental brass, recording his beques-t to the town of his Shakespearean collections. Mr Roach Smith next published "The rural life of Shakespeare," which has reached two editions, and we understand, a third is in hand. It opens a novel view of the early life of the poet and has received the sanction of some of the most eminent Shakespearian critics.
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