Ramon Juan (Ray) Downer.
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VENTNOR HAS LOST another of its locally born and bred residents following the death of Mr. Ramon Juan (Ray) Downer, who passed away peacefully at home on Sunday, January 3rd. Ray was born in St.Catherine`s Street on April 16th, 1929, and spent most of his childhood in the Cowleaze and Wheeler's Bay area of the town. With his sister Pam, who died recently and his brother, Tooge,
 He was educated at Longdown School in South Street, The National School in Albert Street and Steephill Castle, when it was used as a school during the war. He joined Henry Ingram and Sons as an apprentice car​penter on leaving school, and after a brief spell in the Royal Navy returned to work as a gardener at St.Catherine`s Home with Albert Smith, who was the Head Gardener at that time, and who taught him his significant horticultural skills. Ray married Audrey Cutlack, Ca​sualty Sister at St. Mary's Hospital, in April 1954, and they spent their married life in St.Lawrence and Ventnor before moving to Upper Ventnor in 1969.
From The South Wight Chronicle, no. 403. 21st..January 1999.
Several of Ray's ancestors were seamen and he himself had a life-long love and respect for the sea. This was reflected in his earlier work as a long​shoreman and auxiliary Coastguard and his pastime of fishing on the coast be​tween Luccombe and Steephill Cove. He had an encyclopaedic knowledge of ships and the sea and was a storehouse of memories of Ventnor and its inhabi​tants.
He will be remembered as a gardener to the Twining family at Wolverton and at Luccombe Chine House where he was instrumental in opening the Hydran​gea Nursery. He was recently co-​author, with Doctor Alan Champion, of the work 'In an Undercliff Garden', a history of gardening in the Undercliff.
Ray is survived by his wife, Audrey, his son Michael and daughter, Sharon Champion, and grandson Ben. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. D Laurie at Holy Trinity Church on Monday, January 11th, followed by bu​rial at Ventnor Cemetery.
