Preface.

This Bibliographical Catalogue has been produced from ‘The Checklist of Isle of Wight Books’, that

 I compiled using a Database in Microsoft ™, Access, ©* in 1996 (with a second edition in 1997.) The database is available on a 3½ inch floppy disc and gives a listing of Isle of Wight books and printed material between 1551 and 1995. It can be used to find items using the Checklist number, the author, the title, and date of publication and to source notes on the items and to 'run' Access 'queries' and produce ‘reports’. A print-out of the Checklist with truncated notes was published in 1997† and has proved popular with Isle of Wight enthusiasts and collectors. The present work is an attempt to produce a formal Bibliography based on the same material augmented with biographical details and including collations of contents and illustrations where these are of interest. The opportunity to include some photocopies of interesting title pages, portraits of authors and other items has been taken to make the work more interesting visually and histiographically. The present volume, covering the period 1551 to 1850, has been issued whilst the work on the remainder continues. Three further volumes are envisaged.

The collection of the material has been growing over many years and the compilation of the lists, with the associated decisions of what to include and omit, are personal ones and I take full responsibility for both acts and omissions. My reasons for the decisions I have listed in the Checklist. I should be pleased to hear from readers with specific errors for correction and glaringly overlooked items

The portrait of Dr James, and the title page from his catalogue of the Bodleian Library ‡ , are reproduced with permission of the present Librarian of the Bodleian and this is much appreciated by the author and bibliophiles on the Island.

I should like to thank the staffs of the local collection at the Lord Louis Mountbatten Library in Newport and the 

Local County Record Office at Hillside, Newport, for their courtesy and help with my enquiries and Nigel and 

Theresa Traylen, of Ventnor Rare Books, for their cooperation and use of their reference library as well as other 

help in sourcing items.

 To all the writers of the Isle of Wight books included, I must express special thanks for bringing their thoughts to 

  my attention. The vast numbers of works about, and dedicated to, the Island is a measure of its beauty and 

  interest.

Alan Champion.

Lawnswood, Ventnor, Isle of Wight. 1998.
 *Trade mark and copyright of the Microsoft Corporation.
† A Checklist of  Isle of Wight  Books, © Alan F. Champion, Ventnor, Isle of Wight, 1997 and 1998.

    ‡  Poole portrait no. 88  of  Thomas James and item from Don e 232.

My checklist is available from my website ‘ Welcome’  and may be downloaded, free, in Microsoft Excel.
