An account of a Pedestrian Tour in the Isle of Wight during the summer of 1799.

 




In  letters.

We introduce this genuine correspondence, with which we have been favoured, with observations to our readers that it does not purport to be a full description, but only a cursory notice, of such parts of the Island as were actually traversed by our correspondent; the originality, of whose communications will, we are persuaded amply compensate to the public, as it does to ourselves, for any extent or labour of research which may appear deficient; the hasty, unfinished sketches of a real, independent, and ingenious observer of nature, contributing often as much as our instruction as, and more to our amusement than, the more copious compilations of the close full follower of art.

Letter I

Being properly equipped with everything necessary for a pedestrian excursion, we got into a hoy, at Portsmouth, and agreed with the boatmen to carry us to Ryde for sixpence each.

Notwithstanding our fellow passengers were an assemblage of the lowest dregs of the people, our attention not wholly diverted from the Island, but as we approached its shores, its gradual ascent, and the variegated aspect of woods, houses and fields made a livelier impression on our minds than the preceding occurrences of the morning. 

At length we reached the harbour, and a cart in waiting landed us up on the beach. From Ryde we proceeded to St John's, where we were told that strangers had not the liberty of walking round the grounds or seeing house without the permission of the owner. At the entrance to the avenue leading to the house are two lodges in the country stile supported by Gothic arches of the oak tree. There is too much ornament and finery in these cottages to render them pleasing or harmonious; tho’ they are artificial cottages they should still bear a close affinity to a natural one, and if such consistency had been observed they would have had a much more pleasing effect. 

Mr  S. had decorated one of these buildings are as the tea cottage, and ornamented the inside with great propriety but I question whether he might not have chosen a more interesting spot to in some corner of his Park, or on made to some of his pleasure grounds; at present it stands by the side of the road, exposed to the view of every passing traveller. Perhaps he wished to imitate a cottage by the wayside but he should remember a cottage has no Chinese ruling or gravel walks about it 

The old woman who inhabited a cottage said she preferred her own simple dwelling to such a splendid house and. She was at there her own mistress, could invite her friends and go out a leasing, but now she was controlled by the will of another. 

When we arrived at the Priory, the seat of Sir Nash Grose, we were gratified to with one of the finest and most beautiful views in the island. The pleasure grounds are laid out with taste and judgment, the lower part shelving towards the sea is covered with wood, and the situation well adapted to the Serpentine walks, which are made in different parts of it. The proprietor has also erected a neat Gothic summer house on an abrupt declivity in the midst of the wood, from whence it the sea is heard to and seen imperfectly through the branches of the trees which play over the water * 

The prospects, which we saw this day expressed a certain degree of similarity; extent, beauty and placid- ness will or their general characteristic. As the day was, on this the unruffled with the breeze and scarcely murmuring on the beach it through a serenity over the landscape.

· A fellow of Eton College told me, Sir Nash holds these premises of the college by virtue of a lease in which there is a proviso , that every fellow of the college, in travelling through the Island should be accommodated with a night's lodging and other necessaries. 

At length we reached Brading, a small market town, but as its pleasures were insufficient to beguile our time we sought the usual amusements of strangers by reading the inscriptions on the grave stones in the Church Yard * 

The Church is an ancient structure will, but does not appear as ancient as the inhabitants are willing to believe; the distribution of the building is singular and may serve as a specimen of many other churches in the Island, the square tower on four gothic arches joining the nave, and the chancel beyond it, with the building on each side. 

The town carries on considerable trade in corn, and from Brading Harbour exports that article to different mills on the island. 

Brading Harbour was early in the morning full of water, and became a beautiful object, the land sloped gradually to its surface, a few trading snoops were stationed at the entrance and furnished to the landscape one of its liveliest features. 

In ascending Bembridge down we viewed the harbour are from its elevated situation, and were struck with its romantic appearance. As we approached it summit, the landscape farther and farther widened; on one side our eyes glanced over a wide expanse of water or bounded by the distant horizon, while the prospect before us displayed a combination of the most picturesque beauties, lofty hills and low sheltered vallies terminated abruptly by the sea. We now arrived at Culver Cliff, and look down upon its the waves that dashed against it; we had been directed to explore Hermit’s Hole, a large fissure in the rock 30 ft from the top, and a decent leading to it is extremely perilous; but we reach the cell, from which its appearance and from its situation might answer the purpose of a recluse. It has been usual to magnify the danger of exploring this cavern, and though we found many exaggerated so and circumstances respecting it, yet would by no means commend to any person, however it is great curiosity, to think of it tempting it he will find nothing to gratify or reward him for the danger that it passed. But we were not satisfied with having courted danger and viewed this cavity; we imagined from her situation of the Western part 

· see an epitaph there: Letters.

of the cliff, as the top was sinking away, that a cavern of greater magnitude might be discovered; and, as a curiosity was greater than our prudence we pulled off our clothes and descended 200 ft below the verge of the cliff; were we cast our eyes above us and beheld vast fragments tottering about our heads, and observed the difficulty of ascending, we were sensible of that danger of a situation. In climbing up through the chasms we trusted to the projecting pieces of rock, which frequently gave way upon seizing them, and convinced us that there was no security in a hold; however, after reiterating reiterated tempts, we gained the summit and felt most grateful emotions on having escaped the dangers of such a tremendous and rash attempt. 

At the after enduring many interesting views, we reach the Villakin, the summer residence of the late John Wilkes. The house is neat but not remarkable, and was much improved by its late owner from whom it gained its celebrity. Near the house is a pavilion built on green, furnished and ornamented with various views in Switzerland; from hence and adjoining to grove of trees stands another but William consisting of two rooms, each of which is provided with beds and seems to have been devoted to the Cyprian Queen. 

A pleasant walk, and led us to his aviaries in the garden where he amused himself with keeping poultry and game and beyond this we perceived another building which confined his Canary and other singing birds. From hence we arrived at Shanklin Chine, which is a large chasm formed by nature, reaching to the cliff; along the bottom runs a little rivulets, and at a small distance up we heard the sound of a.waterfall After passing the village of Shanklin in we ascended to the down, where we rested, to survey the prospect, under the shade of a “spreading beech tree.” We now had a view very different from the preceding; it talking not only part of Sandown Bay with Culver Cliff, but embraced the intermediate scenery on the southern side of Arreton, Ashey and Brading Downs, the corn was just removed from the fields and industrious cleaners were scattered over them.

 After we ascended the down, a footway led us to the brow which crowned and little homestead, and all soothing ideas of rural affairs and rural amusements came to our remembrance In the foreground of this beautiful spot were seen a few straggling cottages surrounded with trees, which had a pastoral appearance the sun tinged  the objects before us with his mildest arrays, and a sweet and plaintive notes of the small birds singing round us interrupted by the horse murmuring of the sea, rendered the scene enchanting. 


The further we went, the more interesting the shore became: and underneath Bonchurch down, a portion of land adjoining the sea seems to have undergone a great convulsion; its present aspect is highly romantic, the fields are unconnected with each other, but pieces of land have been cultivated in various directions among the rocks where the soil was fertile and might reward the husbandman for the labour he bestowed in its cultivation. I never be held a more romantic spot than this; the hill, retreating from the sea and rising to great height shelters this little district from tempestuous winds, and renders the air mild and salubrious. 


Between Bonchurch and a Steephill we had still the same interesting scenery to admire; the abrupt jutting of rocks partly concealed with shrubs was the principal feature in the landscape. 


St Boniface, a beautiful cottage at the foot of the hill, is built with strict regard to simplicity, without any improper ornaments blended with it. 


After we arrived at the Inn at a Steephill we found no bed to receive us, for different parties had already taken possession of those that were in the house; in addition to this we were obliged to put up with such homely fare has offered asked in the tap room, and here we solaced ourselves. After that  task we had conversation of those that composed the vile group of the taproom. After some persuasion the mistress of the house furnished us with a bed in the kitchen, but we found it necessary to fill up the long and tedious vacancy from 6 o'clock until 12, before we were permitted to close our eyes; fortunately a party of Welch soldiers were stationed at the house and they amused us with singing several of their provincial songs with true Cambrian spirit. 

The parish of St Lawrence's much frequented by travellers of every description, who is here indulge themselves with a ramble among the most rural and picturesque scenes, replete with every view  that renders the landscape are charming. From its peculiar aspect, from its bordering on this sea, people of taste had made it their summer’s residents, and directed little villas in such places as are remarkable for their prospects; hence the parish became ornamented with elegant structures and its original wild miss reduced to some order and regularity. 

There is only one public house in the parish, and I believe, this is going to be removed, the proprietors will these those beautiful villas are unwilling to expose their gardens and pleasure grounds to the inspection of those inquisitive strangers who make the public house their residents to their curiosity is satiated. 

The it has often been lamented there is no better accommodation for the parties to visit, this romantic spot, and who are obliged to put up with such fare as the place affords; if a substantial inn were elected, with several lodging rooms it would obviate this inconvenience, and would answer the intention, but no such has been yet attempted; many are discouraged from undertaking of this nature, as the land can only be obtained by leases of certain terms of years, length and according to the money which is paid by the tenant. 

The whole of this parish is reported to have sunk below the joining hill, and the left as a ridge of rocks formed of various strata piled upon each other. Between the strata where the sand is mouldering away in which daws build their nests and a rear their young with security.

At the Earl of Dysart's Villa, a fine transparent a stream is conducted to a shell, on the green before the parlour window. From the gardens the rocks or extreme the grotesque and lift their rugged fronts over the tops of the trees; great attention has been paid to ornament the highly favoured spot with appropriate rural scenery. There is a little building, in imitation of a hermitage in the highest part of the gardens, and almost enveloped among the rocks and foliage of the trees, which climb around them; whence there is a bold view of the sea, and all the changes it undergoes are distinctly seen. 

Immediately opposite the public house is a huge rock standing on a verge of the cliff; Accident having produced a cavity, care has been taking to enlarge it for the reception of the centinel who were the keeps guard in the night I visited the centinel on duty, who proved to be a soldier in the Flintshire militia and; after some previous discourse, I prevailed upon him to tell me the circumstances of his life and was much pleased with his unvarnished tales. And luckily I touched upon his lineage and imagined a person in this situation would think but little of his ancestors; however, I was mistaken and the honest Cambrian smoking he short pipe, with emotion told me, he was a zealous in the cause of his pedigree, and that he could trace his ancestry back as far as he pleased, even as far as Rice ap Owen, the founder of the family.  I was satisfied, and begged him to desist. 

Letter II. 

On our journey towards Niton the range of rocks still continued, and in some places, returned a faint echo; a number fragments they scattered about. As we approached Knighton, a the seen underwent a total change; and the ground became more desolate and wild from the summit of the cliff to the shore we beheld a scene fall of grandeur, huge fragment of rocks piled were with loose disorder in the earth, and irregularity of its surface impressed the mind forcibly with sublime ideas; and, I believe, there are few people who can do a scene like this without a feeling the same emotion. To render it more interesting, the sheep were grazing quietly among the broken fragments, which according to the season shelter them from the heat of the Sun or the cold of winter. 

At length we reach the spot which separated from the land during last February and rushed towards the see; when I first be held its ruins I was struck with an involuntary awe, and contemplated the mournful prospect with an aching heart; so much as was convulsed still remained in great confusion. Its surface was totally changed; large yawning chasms appeared in every direction; the scene before us was awful and terrific, and excited painful sensations; the springs still issued from the rocks, but flowed in different channels. * 

· See our parochial account of Niton, especially of the late landslip there.

We may with reason believe, that the grand and romantic scenery of this part of the island has been occasioned by landslips, in remote ages, which tossed a whole mass into confusion and changed the features  of the country but, as  the Reverend. Mr Barwis observed the " when time shall have fixed the lately disturbed rocks, or when the rills of water shall have found their course, and when the now torn-up bushes and shrubs shall have again taken root, it * will again fall into, and mix with the adjoining scenery." 


With great difficulty we climbed to the top of the cliff from whence we have a fine view of the interior country extending to the West and a range of the hill the beyond which we saw Freshwater Cliffs rearing of their lofty summits, and frowning over the deep. 


After viewing the tremendous chasm of the Black Gang Chine, which is reported to have formally harboured and nest of pirates, we left the shore and passed to this straggling village of Chale but we saw nothing to engage unnoticed to we reached Shorwell, which was the neatest and pleasantest village we met in  our tour. Its modest looking Church rose in the midst of the village adjoining the parsonage house. 


We slept at Brixton, but met with poor accommodations which hastened our departure early in the morning towards   Freshwater Gate.


The weather was unfavourable for prospects; the summits of the cliffs were enveloped in mist, and we and till we ascended Afton Down travelled on without much observation. When we reach the highest part of the down, our attention was divided between the sea and the atmosphere; the grotesque appearance of the clouds ranged above our heads, like immense pillars the variety of beautiful tints, and the velocity of their motion presented the spectacle in great measure new to us. While, underneath, a dull sluggish mass was suspended over the ocean, and attracted the small fleeting clouds by its electric powers. After a few seconds the whole moved slowly and majestically before the wind. The sun and then broke forth and shone with resplendent beauty on the water, when we had leisure to survey and extensive prospect, softened by the river Yar will so pleasing to the view.

* There is lately made a very commodious inn with several good beds and excellent accommodation at Niton.

The Woodlands, the fields, the villages mingled with each other in sweet confusion, and the broad uniform expanse of the sea beyond it, presented an animated landscape from hence we could see at the Downs in Sussex and direct a sight as far as the Dorsetshire coast. But the splendour of the sun was of short duration and the charms of the landscape fled; the weather resumed its sombre cast, and we could neither see distinctly or ascertain distant objects with precision. 

When we arrived at Freshwater Gate, we found, to a greater mortification the surge too rough to enable us to sail round the cliffs, or view the cavern in which had been represented as a grand and interesting curiosity; and to complete our distress and violent shower of rain came pouring down upon us, and threatened, by its appearance, to delay at journey to the Needles. But we be possessed too great a curiosity and too much perseverance to have our attentions frustrated we therefore travelled along the cliff during the most pitiless storm I ever remembered. We had been so long accustomed to sublime views as to who lessen the dread of the precipice; but our minds were to be a will but our minds were too likely to view such subjects, so infinitely superior to the most proud and lofty fabricks without perceiving their grandeur. About halfway along cliffs we found a gaping passage winding round in appearance to the bottom; we explored to about 100 ft of this passage but declined preceding further, apprehensive of losing our foot steps and plunging headlong down into the great abyss. The sheep that were on the down made the scene picturesque; they approach the verge of the cliff without fear, and browse the scanty blade which grew upon it. The height of these cliffs exceeding those of Culver, at the extremity are breeding down, being 600 ft; and, viewed from the sea astonished the spectator by their immensity during a certain period of the year a great variety of marine birds , among which, and was told, are puffins, eider ducks, razorbills willocks, gulls, cormorants, Cornish choughs, daws, starlings and wild pigeons frequent a cliff to deposit their eggs among the inaccessible places of the rock, and breed freed from all intrusion. But of late the adventurous peasant descends on a rope fixed to an iron bar to plunder the birds of their eggs and take such as come within his reach. This is a perilous expedient, and the an equal to the danger; a dozen birds yield only one pound of soft feathers, which is sold to the merchant for 8p. and the carcasses of bought by the fishermen at 6p a dozen to bait at their crab pots. Thus a daring adventurer suffers himself to hover over destruction, for several hours, to gain a precarious advantage. In the same manner the samphire is gathered from the middle of these precipices. No doubt they must be some greater inducement and gain; so a trifling sum when never tempt a man to hazard his life, 'tis at the same they acquired by undertaking these hardy exploits that impels them forward and the pleasure of recounting over the deeds to listening circle sufficiently repays them for the danger. 

            From thence to Yarmouth we saw little to attract her notice; it continued to rain hard, and we endeavoured to find a nearer passage through the fields. From an eminence we are tamed a view of Yarmouth, which was highly gratifying to us who were so much oppressed with fatigue; we crossed a ferry and went to the Bugle Inn, where we met with every enjoyment we stood in so much in want of, and this was heightened by the civility of the widow who kept the inn. 

           Yarmouth is built at the mouth of the river Yar, but is much exposed to the weather; the winds enter on one side from the top of the adjoining hill, and admitted through various openings against the sea on the other. 

          Upon leaving Yarmouth, we continued a short way upon the coast, but afterwards altered our route, and passed through part of the interior country, where every prospect was excluded. We stopt at Newtown for refreshment but the sight of the few cottages could not detain us; at length we reached an elevated situation and where the view extended along the shore as far as Yarmouth. 

          We now proceeded to account; the lower part of the town is a confused heap of buildings, with a nauseous smell constantly floating through the streets, which on narrow and very inferior to Yarmouth. On the top of the hill are some good houses particularly one lately built, which has a charming and extensive prospect of the sea and the opposite coast. 

         In preparing to sell up the River Medina we met we are several objects to arrest our notice; the ships moored close to each other and the boats passing them, the noises resounding from the sailors busy in taking in  merchandise and the embarkation of soldiers for the Downs. In gliding up the river we were entertained with a military band, and a fresh breeze filled a sails and swept us along with great celerity to Newport. 

           We travelled on with much pleasure to Carisbrooke Castle, which has employed so much of the attention of travellers. It looks down upon Carisbrooke village, and enough of its former grandeur of remains to strike the pensive traveller with awe. In approaching this ancient castle the village has an interesting effect, the walls in some places are mouldering way and its fragments are covered with ivy. We told 92 steps to the top of the keep, which we ascended while ivy hanging down from the walls adds much to the ruins. The view from hence his delightful: to the left the sea appears intercepted by the hills which rise against the coast, the river Medina partly appears, and Newport surrounded by fields; the inside view presents a little more than the naked walls of the castle, with the governors apartments in the area of the court. Part of the interior space beneath the walls is converted into garden ground. 

After we had seen the castle we return to Newport and being market they it was crouded with people from every part of the island. There were a great quantities of provisions, but what chiefly attracted our attention were the handsome market girls and farmers' daughters who brought the produce of the dairy to market. They were neatly dressed and there are fresh rosy features added a zest to their appearance which no art could furnish. 

From Newport we went by went in the mail coach to Ryde, from whence we sell in a hoy Portsmouth; thus our journey terminated after an absence of six days, much pleased with what we had seen, and with the civility of the inhabitants. 

Letter  III.

The House of Industry used to important an object to pass over in silence; and that we might procure some authentic information relating to its present state we paid a visit to the governor, who received us with great politeness.

           A few of years ago so many abuses existed in the management of the poor that a general meeting of the inhabitants took place to put a stop to the growing evil. At this meeting it was unanimously agreed, that an Act of Parliament should be obtained a to consolidate the rates of the different parishes, and erect a substantial house for the reception of all poor on the island. 

         In the preamble to the Act it is judiciously remarked that it would tend to the relief of such as by age, infirmities, or diseases, were incapable of supporting themselves by their labour, to the better employment of the able and industrious, to the correction and punishment of the profligate and idle, and to the education of children in religion and industry, to enable the poor instead of being a burthen to the community to support an assist each other. With this idea of the House of Industry was erected; and the event will show the the gentlemen were not too sanguine in their expectations. 

            Parkhurst Forest near Newport, was chosen for the intended building, and his Majesty was enabled to make  a grant of such part (not exceeding 80 acres) as the trustees would allot for the purpose. In consequence of which a grant was made to the Corporation of the Guardian's of the poor of the above premises, for a long term of years as a yearly rent of £8.17 91/2 renewable for a fine certain. That the corporation might complete the business they were authorised to borrow a sum of money, not exceeding £12,000 on security of the poor rates, at four per cent, but this was insufficient, and corporations under the necessity of applying a second time, to Parliament to enlarge the sum to £20,000. 

          Many defects having been absurd in the former act, it was repealed by an act of the 16th of his prison Majesty's, which confirmed the powers of the former at and provided new regulations.

          The house was at length completed in the year 1772. The principal part of the building is 300 ft in length from east to west, and 27 ft in width with windows on each side to admit a free circulation of air. 200 feet from the west side of this building a wing extended southward, 170 ft by 24. The workshops for the manufacturers run parallel with principal building and form a square of 300 feet by 170. On the east side of the way is a dairy, wash house, wood house, brew house, and storerooms. In the principal building is a store room, steward’s room, committee room, a hall 118 ft by 27, and a common sitting room for the aged poor who use crutches. Under the east end are cellars full beer, meat, etc, 80 ft by 27 over which are the laundry, governor’s and matron’s and lodging rooms, the nurseries and sick wards. The school room apothecaries-shop, kitchen, scullery, bake house, bread room, governor’s and matron’s sitting rooms, and pantry are  on the ground floor of the wing, over which are the lying- in-rooms, six wards and 20 separate rooms for married people, with two sitting rooms ad joining for the aged paupers who constantly reside in these apartments. The gateway it is in the centre of the workshops on the site of which is the master weaver’s room and spinning room, 96 ft by 18, with storerooms over it; to the west of the Gateway are the tailor’s and shoemaker’s shops with a spinning room 150 ft by 18, with weaving rooms and storerooms over. The chapel is on the north side of the principal building, 50 ft by 27 and over it a store room. Three or four hundred yards distant is a peste- house with the burial ground. The garden which supplies the house with vegetables, containing six acres, and is cultivated with great attention and lies to the south of the building; behind the various offices is the barn, stable, and hogs- sties. 

The building is laid out with such propriety and judicious arrangements as render it capable of containing from six to seven hundred people. The governor informed us, he then had 490 on his book, which he told us might be considered the average number. 

The officers belonging to the society are a governor, matron, steward, and a schoolmaster, all chosen annually. There is a chaplain and two surgeons, a secretary, and a treasurer, each of whom, except the treasurer there have fixed salaries. 

The Office of the governor requires a person who can obtain an influence over the paupers by the steadiness of his behaviour in punishing their misdemeanours, and his promptness in rewarding their merits. ‘Tis his business to read prayers, or see that they are every day; in the morning before the bell rings for work, and in evening after supper. He is to see the meat, flour, and every article, weighed and measured,, give an account of all the provisions and stores used and expended as also the progress of the manufacture. 

The matron, who presides over the family, takes care that linen is washed, and the beds are furnished with clean sheets once a month. She is also to use her endeavour to instruct such girls as of proper age in cookery, housewifery, washing, etc all in any other work that may qualify them for service. From the attention, which is paid to these regulations by the governor and matron, we observe the children were clean and wholesome; the sec sick net with humane attention and the old men were treated with indulgent kindness. 

The chaplain performs divine Service every Sunday morning and evening or called in to the established church, preaches a sermon in the morning reads prayers every Wednesday morning and administers the sacrament four times in the year; he catechises the children once a month, visits the sick, and performs other duties of his function. 

The surgeon acts as apothecary and man midwife and either by himself, or deputy duly approved of, attends and administers medicines to all paupers recommended to his care. 

Those who constitute the corporation, and a styled guardian’s of the poor, of such inhabitants who possess in their own right, all in the right of the wives, land in the island, rated to the poor rate at £50 per annum; hairs apparent £200 per annum; rectors and vicars with in the island ; and occupiers of land rated to the poor rate at £100 per annum.

            From such chosen annually by ballots 24 directors and 36 acting guardians, who are divided into quarterly, monthly and weekly committees and through the influence of these the concerns of the house are regulated. 

The weekly committee which is of infinite importance to the well-being of the house, consist of two directors and fine acting guardians, meet every Saturday at a house; they settle the governor’s and steward’s account of the preceding week and issue directions for the management of the ensuing  

      Such business as is not cognisable before them be referred to the quarterly committee, consisting of  fifteen directors and acting guardians. 

The remainder of the 80 acres around the house was cultivated at considerable expense and is divided into fields from five to twelve acres fenced with quickset hedges, and it had been long under a proper course of husbandry it will amply repay the Labour bestowed upon it. The farm is intended to be laid down to pasture as soon as is practicable, but at present it in the hands of.  tenant who pays the rent of £60 per annum

The laws, which will have at various times been erected for the regulation of the society, are framed with a liberality towards the poor highly pleasing to the generous mind. 

All who are unable to support themselves are taken into the house, and not supported by any weekly payments out of it.  The paupers in general are poor oeconomists or they might apply the money we stay receive to other purposes; but in extraordinary case it is cases it is charged expedient to grant a pension, such as blindness, lunacy, epilepsy, in which admission into the house might be improper. Monthly relief may also be granted to the families of those are impressed in to sea service. Paupers may be admitted to the house for temporary relief only, in which case they are not to be deprived of their goods. Assistance may likewise be extended to any Labour upon the birth of fourth, fifth, or sixth child, according to the number of children he has a living under fourteen years of age; as well as to any poor person upon casualty or sudden illness, and who may be in want of immediate relief. 

In times of scarcity or decrease of wages a reasonable sum is paid to labourers to make up the usual earnings, as well as in the depth of winter when the unseasonalableness of the weather prevents the labour from working; if his earnings full short of six shillings a week, and if he has a family the deficiency is supplied. 

A sum not exceeding £10 a year is expended in the purchase of spinning wheels, cards etc for the use of the industrious poor women and children, which are either lent all given them at the discretion of the weekly committee. They are also furnished with work in spinning and knitting if they are not able to procure it elsewhere. 

 Lee poor are frequently exercised to him playing at the fire engine, that he is a case of emergency they might use it expertlt; they are suffered to drink no tea in the house, nor use any distilled liquor.

The bill of fare is nearly as follows: 

                                   Breakfast                                  Dinner                                                      Supper. 

Sunday                bread and butter                  boiled beef *                                                  potatoes 

Monday                      ditto                             peas with beef liquor                                     bread and butter 

Tuesday the                ditto                                bread-and-butter and                                        ditto 

Wednesday                 ditto                                fresh beef  soup                                             potatoes 

Thursday                    ditto                   bread and butter pudding or baked pudding            bread and butter 

Friday                         ditto                  potatoes, or, green peas, or beans                                   ditto                                                                                         



with fat bacon, or pork, not exceeding 50 lbs.   

 Saturday                    ditto                               rice milk                                                             ditto 

With  respect to the menufactory which is carried on the following statement from 18th. 1797 to July18th 1798  will afford the best information

 







£                  s  .               d . Material in store July 18th.1797                                                              209               19                 2   Materials purchased                                                                                 239               15                 91/2 

Paid spinners and weavers out of the house                                              37                 1                 81/2

Gratuities to the children                                                                           17                 7                 4

Manufactures board and wages                                                                 33                 0                 0

       Expended                                                                                      £  537                4                  0
Goods sold, viz. sacks, bags, mops, yarn, thread and tow                       120               11               11

Goods used in the house, viz. sheeting, dowlas, linen,

    linsey, mops, yarn, shoe thread oil, etc.                                               233               1                 3

Goods and materials in store, viz. farmers sacks, millers sacks

    Biscuit bags, charcoal, bags, linsey, linen, sheeting,

    dowlas, yarn, thread, doctors tow, drest flax, flax, tow,

    malting, hemp, mops, etc.                                                                    276                 2                 2 

Earned by picking  oakum                                                                         9                  9                 0

        £ 639                 12               6

                     Expended                                                          £537                  4                 0

                     Gained                                                              £102                  8                 6


      Earned clear of expenses spinning worstead        53                  13               4

                     Total profit                                                       £ 156                 1                 10

*When the beef cannot be kept sweet a week, the Sundays and Wednesdays dinners may be exchanged.

N.B. The sick have fresh meat and broth, with other provisions, according to the surgeon’s directions.

I add likewise some accounts of the expenditure from Midsummer 1797 to Midsummer 1798. 

Receipts







£                    s                   d.

Balance in the Treasurer’s hands                                                              419                1                    5

Ditto in Government’s hands




 16                15                  10

Cash received for profit from farm                                                             60                 0                   0

Ditto on sundry accounts                    



353                6                    8

Ditto one years average rates due Midsummer 1798

             5657               4                    4

(which is about two shillings in the pound)                                              ----------------------------------





    

£           6506               8                    3

Payments
 





£
 
Chaplain’s salary






50

Surgeon and apothecarie’s                                                                       170

Governor’s                                                                                                 50

Matron’s                                           



30

Manufacturer’s






20

Secretary’s






13

Schoolmaster’s  






10

Chapel Clerk’s




                  
  2  










345         0        0

Meal








773         9        8

Beef, mutton, pork






611         9        9

Salt         







 39         16      10

Pease








 48           8        0

Potatoes








 62           3        8

Rice








 74           7        2

Butter and cheese







197        18        4

Porter and vinegar






  15          3        0

Malt and hops






              138
17       4

Sugar, tea, tobacco, and oatmeal 





120        16        1

Soap and candles







  44        19        4

Drapery, thread and buttons





186          4        0

Leather          







227          5        5

Coals








161         13       4

Fire wood







  32         11       0

Wool for beds







    4           0       0

Constant pensioners






100         19       0

Weekly reliefs







514         11       9

Militia men’s families






581         16       2

Given to apprentices serving their time with good characters


  11           0       0


Sundry other expenses





            1607           4       10
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Balance in Treasurer’s hands     




596          17       0


Ditto in Governor’s hands     




    9            6       7 
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I was happy to find the poor demean themselves with great propriety; they are restrained from asking alms,  but  no person is denied the pleasure of leaving a donation; they neither quarrel nor used improper language; they behave with uniform civility; they neither neglect to or refuse to do any  work required, but exert themselves to the utmost of their strength and ability, and study to please the Governor by any little office of kindness. 

If anyone who is guilty of impropriety, should strike or abuse the Governor, or his assistant, or should disobey his lawful commands, he is carried before the Magistrate and punished by the law. The names of such women as are guilty of criminality or misconduct are entered in the black book, and deprived of solid meat on meat days and wear coarse yellow gowns and other disgraceful distinctions. The children got punished by losing their next meal, and if the offences often repeated such a punishment as the weekly committee shall choose to inflict. 

By living in this house a pauper is not debarred from the society of his friends; they are permitted to see him at seasonable times; he is not excluded from all intercourse with the world; he can obtain the liberty of absence. If he demeans himself with strict propriety and conforms willingly to the regulations of the house he meets with indulgent and reward, the severity of his confinement is relaxed. 

It has been conceived a hardship to a poor man to be dragged from his cottage, where he had spent the earlier period of his life, and taken it to the House of Industry. If we examine at this objection attentively we shall find it it has no real foundation. A labourer who has attained a great age feels that the natural infirmities creeping upon him; his labour is over, he has survived at the companions of his youth and lives in a forlorn solitude, destitute of many comforts; his own the prospect is in futurity, which perhaps he has never  but imperfectly understood. Thus bending over the threshold, enfeebled by age, I am confident he hails at the moment of his arrival at the house as the moment when his miseries end. He is here reminded of the duties of his religion, and here, worn by a gradual decay, closes his eyes in peace. 

On the other hand what infinite advantage springs from educating the children in the paths of rectitude, from teaching them the principles of sobriety, and keeping up the spirit of subordination from infancy to the years of discretion. Nurtured in his this asylum I have seen and conversed with individuals who are a credit to the business they are engaged in, and who but for this institution might have remained through life in ignorance and obscurity. But why labour in bestowing applause on an institution which has been the means of reclaiming the vices of the profligate, easing the burden of decrepit old age, and affording a place of rest to hundreds depressed with poverty and disease.

From Hampshire Repository Volume II 1801 Miscellanies pp.13-41.
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