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The Princess Elizabeth.

the princess elizabeth, second daughter of Charles the First, was born at St. James' Palace on the 28th of January, 1635, and from her earliest years was remarkable for beauty, a gentle and affectionate nature, and unusual intellectual powers. Her portrait, taken when seven years of age, appears in Vandyke's famous picture of the family of Charles I., in Her Majesty's possession. Another was prefixed to a translation of Sophocles' Electro, dedicated to the Princess by Charles Wace. Although without name, its genuineness as a likeness is testified by strong resemblance to a portrait in the collection at Zion House, painted while Elizabeth was a ward of the Duke of Northumberland—the attitude and cast of the head being alike in both. The latter portrait, however, has the costume more fanciful and decorated, and hair dressed in short waving curls characteristic of the Stuart period; while Wace's portrait, of a later date, represents her in the mourning garb worn since her father's death, and with long loose ringlets.*
The Princess's health was feeble from childhood; and an accidental fracture of the leg, when in her ninth year, still further impaired her con​stitution.f Mayerne, her physician, speaks of her as "sad, and somewhat liable to complaints of the spleen."! The term 'sad' may have been used to indicate her serious and quiet temperament from a babe, even before trial and sorrow weighed upon a naturally sensitive spirit.
* Lives of the Princesses of England, vol. vi.: for which the portrait was re-engraved.
t Had. MS., 4561.
$ Ephemerides; date, March 12, 1649.

Shortly after her birth, the Princess was placed with the rest of the Royal children, under the care of the Countess of Eoxburgh, at St. James's. Early in 1642, however, her elder sister, Mary, betrothed to the young Prince of Orange, accompanied the Queen to Holland; and from that time Elizabeth was deprived of both maternal counsel and sistei-ly love, as they never met again. The Prince of Wales and the Duke of York began to take their parts in the political events of the period j the Duke of Gloucester was but an infant; the King could bat seldom meet his children, though those spare interviews were full of affection; and therefore the young Princess's position became secluded and sorrowful—deprived, while yet a child, of the society of her family—viewing with apprehension the clouds that gathered thick and more thickly over the Royal cause—suffering from ill health, and restraint which increased till it became positive im​prisonment.
"At a very early age, Elizabeth manifested a strong love for books. Her lessons were mainly received from Mrs. Makin, a famous linguist; and before she was eight years old she read and wrote French, Italian, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. To the two last she was more particularly inclined by the religious bent of her mind, which led her to delight in the study of Scripture, in taking notes of pulpit discourses, and in conversation upon the doctrines and precepts of Christianity. In 1644, William Greenhill dedicated to her an exposition of the first five chapters of Ezekiel, the comprehension of which involved a knowledge of several languages.
" A few years later, Alexander Rowley also dedicated to her a voca​bulary of the Hebrew and Greek words used in Scripture, with expla​nations in Latin arid English. The author avows as his reason for the dedication, 'the fame of the great inclination of Her Highness to the study of the Book of Books and of its two original languages the Hebrew and Greek.'
" When but eight years of age, she addressed a remonstrance to the Lords, against removal of her beloved governess and servants. The style
of the letter exhibits alike her advanced intelligence and gentle affectionate nature.
"' my  lords :
" ' I account myself very miserable that I must have my servants taken from me, and strangers put to me. You promised me that you would have a care of me; and I hope you will shew it, in preventing so great a grief as this would be to me. I pray, my Lords, consider of it, and give me cause to thank you, and to rest
"' Your loving Friend,
"' ELIZABETH.
" ' To the Right Honourable the Lords and Peers in Parliament.'*
"The discussion of this letter failed, in its results, to ameliorate the Princess's condition. The Countess of Dorset was appointed her governess, her ministers and officers were those devoted to the Parliament, and stricter surveillance was maintained.
" So amiable was the Princess's disposition, that it induced her to treat even her own and father's foes with a propitiatory mildness and courtesy that excited general admiration, and procured for her the soubriquet of ' Temperance.' She also taught the young Duke of York the same virtues" ^ and to her early counsels may be traced that firm adherence to Protestantism which marked his future career. It is no wonder that, with such charac​teristics and remarkable attainments, the youthful Princess "won golden opinions from all sorts of men."
Montrieul, the French Ambassador to the English Court, speaks of her in her twelfth year as " that young budding beauty," and eulogizes her grace, dignity, sensibility, and intelligence—" such as he had never before observed in any Princess of that tender age." Hume says, " Notwith​standing her tender years, she showed an advanced judgment, and the calamities of her family had made a deep impression on her." Earl Clarendon,. Lord High Chancellor and Privy Councillor at that period, in his History of the Great Rebellion speaks of her as "a lady of excel-
· Jonrn. Lords, vol. vi., p. 341. t Lives of the Princesses of England, vol. vi., pp. 346-360.

leftt parts, great observation, and an early understanding; which the King discerned by the account she gave him both of things and persons, upon the experience she had had of both."
Early in 1645 the Countess of Dorset died, and the Earl of Northum​berland was appointed custodian of the Royal children. After a short stay at Sion House, they returned to St. James's, and were treated with kindness and respect by their noble guardian. The King having surrendered Oxford, the young Duke of York joined his sister and brother. As the Duke was then fifteen, and fully cognizant of public affairs, his company was a great comfort to Elizabeth; but their intercourse was soon marred by the sorrow​ful intelligence that their Royal father had become a prisoner in Carisbrooke Castle. From that moment the Princess sacrificed her own feelings to aid the Duke of York's escape; and one evening, while playing at hide-and-seek, to amuse the young Gloucester, Elizabeth secretly provided a female disguise, in which York escaped to the sea shore and thence to Holland. The attendants for some time believed him to be merely hiding; and when his flight was discovered, it was too late. The poor Princess was thus again alone, but solaced by the thought of her brother's safety; and her tact and firm self control served to carry her, though with an agitated heart, unsuspected through the trial.
After the escape of the Duke of York, Clarendon says, "the Parliament would not suffer, nor did the Earl desire, that the Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Gloucester should remain longer under his government. They were committed to the Countess of Leicester, to whom such an allowance was paid out of the Treasury as might well defray their expenses with the respect that was due to their birth—which was performed towards them as long as the King their father lived; but as soon as the King was mur-thered, it was ordered that the children should be removed into the country, that they might not be objects of respect, to draw the eyes and application of people towards them. The allowance was retrenched, that their attend​ants and servants might be lessened ; and order was given, ' that they should be treated without any addition of titles, and that they should sit at
their meat as the children of the family did, and all at one table.' Where​upon they were removed to Penshurst, to a house of the Earl of Leicester's, in Kent, where they lived under the tuition of the same Countess, who observed the order of the Parliament with obedience enough ; yet they were carefully looked to, and treated with as much respect as the lady pretended she durst pay to them. Shortly after, they were removed, and sent into the Isle of Wight, to Carisbrooke Castle; and the Captain was required strictly—' that no person should be permitted to kiss their hands, and that they should not be otherwise treated than as the children of a gentleman;' which he observed very exactly, and the Duke of Gloucester was not called by any other style than ' Mr. Harry.'"
The shadows of death now gathered over the Stuart Monarch. With what intense anguish must his devoted daughter have pined for intelligence, amid her dreary captivity! with what fell despair must tidings have been received! The sentence that condemned him struck also at her vitality; but still, with a martyr's heart in a maiden's breast, she met and for a time braved the full tide of woe.
Early in the morning of the 29th January, 1649 (the day before the execution of the King), the Princess and Duke were taken from Sion House to Whitehall, for a last interview with their father. However eloquently the details of this meeting to part may be described, a feeling heart can better appreciate them by its own emotions than by aught language can convey. The Princess had completed her thirteenth year oil the preceding day; the young Duke was but eight years old. The King, who until then had been dignified and calm, was completely overcome by the instincts of nature, and sobbed aloud. At the sight of her Royal father, his hair turned grey, and his dress and beard neglected, the Princess threw herself into his arms, in convulsive, passionate grief. The King took her upon his knee, and with caresses and tender counsel strove to allay her grief. The young Duke also shared in his father's affection. Then the King gave the Princess some jewels for her mother, brothers, and sisters; and, for herself, his pocket Bible—saying, that "it had been his
great comfort and constant companion through all his sorrows, and he hoped it would be hers." That book she never parted from, alive; it was her choicest treasure, her constant study, and its open leaves were stirred bj her latest breath.
At last the moment of parting arrived. The King turned to go into his bedchamber; but the heart-broken, anguished cry which burst from his daughter's lips caused him hastily to return and fold her in one long, last, clinging caress. Then, releasing her, he "addressed himself to his God," and hapless Elizabeth Stuart left—an orphan!
The Princess, while in Carisbrooke, wrote a touchingly simple, concise account of her last interview with her father. It is as follows:—
" What the King said to me 29th of January last, being the last time I had the happiness to see him.
"He told me that he was glad I was come, for, though he had not time to say much, yet somewhat he wished to say to me, which he could not to another, and he had feared 'the cruelty' was too great to permit his writing. 'But, sweetheart,'he added, 'thou wilt forget what I tell thee.' Then, shedding abundance of tears, I told him that I would write down all he said to me. ' He wished me,' he said, ' not to grieve and torment myself for him, for it was a glorious death he should die, it being for the laws and religion of the land.' He told jne what books to read against Popery. He said, that ' he had forgiven all his enemies, and he hoped God would forgive them also;' and he commanded us, and all the rest of my brothers and sisters, to forgive them also. Above all, he bade me tell my mother that 'his thoughts had never strayed from her, and that his love for her would be the same to the last;' withal, he commanded me and my brother to love her, and be obedient to her. He desired me ' not to grieve for him, for he should die a martyr; and that he doubted not but God would restore the throne to his son, and that then we should be all happier than we could possibly have been, if he had lived;' with many other things, which at present I cannot remember.
" Then, taking my brother Gloucester on his knee, he said, ' Sweetheart, now will they cut off thy father's head:' upon which the child looked very steadfastly upon him. ' Heed, my child, what I say; they will cut off my head, and perhaps make thee a King. But mark what I say: you must not be a King as long as your brothers Charles and James live; therefore, I charge you, do not be made a King by them.' At which the child, sighing deeply, replied, ' I will be torn in pieces first.' And these words, coming
from so young a child, rejoiced my father exceedingly; and His Majesty spoke to him of the welfare of his soul, and to keep his religion, commanding him to fear God and he would provide for him. All which the young child earnestly promised.
" His Majesty also bid me send his blessing to the rest of my brothers and sisters, with commendations to all his friends. So after he had given me his blessing, 1 took my leave." *
Hume, and other historians, assert that Cromwell intended to apprentice the Princess to a glover, and her brother to a shoemaker: some also state that the original indenture is still preserved at Newport. Both statements are false. The first is disproved by cotemporary history; and the latter, by the fact that special search has been made for the document in the Records of the town, without any trace of having it been discovered.
The Royal captives mourned on in orphaned and cheerless solitude —each scene and association of their prison serving but to recall the memory of their father, who had only exchanged bondage for the scaf​fold ; and also to excite natural fears concerning their own fate. The young Duke was not of an age to feel the full force of his calamity; but the Princess, of refined intelligence and gentle loving disposition, sunk beneath the crushing weight of woe that oppressed alike the past with its fearful memories, the present with its desolation, and the future with its unknown but inevitably disastrous destiny. Her pining sorrow, added to the eifects of confinement upon a debilitated constitution, resulted in disease, through which she languished in neglect. Some "remedies of election" were sent to her from London; but Heath says, "with this exception, littlo care was taken of her in her sickness." Sir Theodore Mayerne was afterward sent for, but too late to see her alive. Alas! "after many rare ejaculatory expressions, abundantly demonstrating her unparalleled piety, to the eternal honour of her own memory and the astonishment of those who waited on her, she took leave of the world" on September 8, 1650, nineteen months after her father's death. She was found dead in her apartment— her hands clasped as in prayer, her cheek resting upon the open pages
· Reliquice Sacra, pp. 337, 338; Miss Strickland's Poems and Lives
· .
of her inseparable companion, the Bible. Mayerne stated in his certi​ficate that she died of fever, " far removed from physicians and medical aid (ex febre \nalignd, procul a medicis ei remediis)"* There can, however, be little doubt that she received her death-wound when her father expired; and Pere Gamache, Avith other authorities, express the general belief entertained that she grieved "unto death."
Her remains were embalmed, and interred in St. Thomas' Church, Newport, on the 20th of the same month, the funeral being attended by the mayor and aldermen of the town.
The Duke of Gloucester was released in 1652, by consent of the Par​liament, on condition that he should " not go ashore in any part of Eng​land." He joined the ex-Queen his mother in Paris, returned to Ewgiand at the Restoration, and died at Whitehall in his twenty-first year.
For 200 years the ashes of one of England's noblest Princesses lay neglected and unhonoured. Deprived during life of the "pomp and cir​cumstance" that befitted her rank, it seemed as if in death also she were cast out from kindred and princely sepulture, having scarce better memento than a villager's epitaph. Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria has, however, now removed this reproach.
The Princess's fate must evoke deepest sympathy and regret in all, of every class of opinion and party. Fifteen years were more than her life's restricted span, yet three of them were passed in bondage—bondage whose sickening sorrow was at last quickened into acute agony by orphan​age, with the addition of its prison being the same walls that had echoed her father's sighs and mocked his efforts to escape.
In the records of history, the name of Elizabeth Stuart is untarnished.
* A report has been recently published, that a medical examination of the Princess's remains proved her to have suffered and died from rickets. This opinion is held by some gentlemen whose learning and antiquarian research demand high respect, and is set forth in Transactions of the British Arc/usologioal Association for September and December, 1855; The, Garden Isle (Briddon, Ryde); &c. The author of this Work, has, however, preferred giving Mayerne's certificate.
Calumny, though million-tongued, is dumb concerning her. Amid all the storms that burst upon her family, her gentle spirit rose into heroism by the patient endurance of suffering. However others esteemed the objects of her affection, to her heart they were dear as its own vital tide; and when sepa​rated from them, first by exile and afterward by death, this life possessed no other charm—the one beyond engaged all her desires. While looking there for reunion with him whose death caused her deepest woe, she sought fit preparation where best it may be obtained—in the Book of the Holy One, and, through it, at His throne. Sinking to death gently as a sunbeam fades, she would awake to life and immortality. 0 Elizabeth, blighted Stuart Flower, ever shalt thou be held in precious remembrance, while the records of history exist, and piety, virtue, filial devotion, are esteemed in the earth .
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