The Battle of St Aubyn.

Wherefore the Duke of Orleans and the rest of the Noble men of Britaine fearing the losse of the towne* assembled their forces to levy the siege. Their men of armes were fower hundred, and their footmen of their owne countries twelve thousand  besides three hundred Englishmen and eight hundred Swissers, and of artillery they had great plenty. The names of the Noble men of the army were these : the Duke of Orleans, the Lord of Alebret, the Marshall of Rieux, the Lord of Chasteaubrian, the Lord Scales, an Englishman, the Lord of Leon, etc. etc., . all of which Lords with their companies and whole forces encamped at a village called Andouille, the Wednesday being the 23 of July, the yeare 1488. In the meantime came newes to these Lords, that the French had taken Fougiers by composition : upon which newes the Britaines army determined to march to S. Albin, hoping easily to take the towne, because the French garrison within it was but small. . . . On the other side the French army marched also towards Saint Albin meaning to be there before the Britaines ; but it so fell out that neither of them entered the towne, because before they came thither they met and fought.  The Sunday morning the Britaines consulted of the order of their battell.  The vaward was led by the Marshal of Rieux, the battell by the Lord of Alebret, and the rereward by the Lord of Chasteaubrian: upon one of their wings was placed their artillery and their carriage. And the more to terrific the French with the great number of Englishmen, whereas there were in truth but three hundred Englishmen lead by the Lord Talbot, seventeen hundred Britaine footemen were joyned to them armed with jacks and red crosses English like : and the Monday morning they ranged in battell in the order above rehearsed hard by a grove of wood attending the French army. The Kings army  departed out of Fougieres with a ful resolution to fight with the Britaines. The French marched very couragiously, and charged the Britaines vaward, where the Marshal of Rieux valiantly received them, and acquit himselfe so well. that the French left the vaward, and marched straight upon the Britaines battell, where the Britaine horsemen recoiled by meanes whereof their rereward being discouraged fled. Then the French pursued them, and slue al the footmen they could overtake.  To conclude the French obtained the victory, and slue all those that bare the red crosse, supposing them all to be Englishmen, together with twelve or thirteen hundred Britaines, as well horsemen as footmen.  This battell was fought upon Monday the 28 of July the yeare 1488.

A Supplie of the History of Commines, cap. 5.
* Fougeres.
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