Northwood Church.

               NORTHWOOD, as Newtown, was but a chapelry, and it was not till a.d. 1545 that it broke away from the mother-church of Carisbrooke, and became parochial, enough, both livings are now again held together, being in the gift of Queen's Oxford. The church was built as a chapel for the northern part of the parish of Carisbrooke, and was served by a monk from the priory, who no doubt had a suitable dwelling erected for him near the scene of his ministry. Like most of the northern part of the Island, this district was a thinly-inhabited one, overgrown with forest, given up to the feeding of swine "and the rearing of game, so that the church can never have been of any size or importance. The Confraternity of S. John Baptist evidently had a chapel within the structure, probably taking up one of the aisles. Till a.d. 1486 the inhabitants of North wood had to carry their dead all the way to Carisbrooke for sepulture, over the rough and miry roads that traversed the hilly country lying between the two places'. The church stands in a somewhat lonely position, amidst the cornfields bordering the east side of the high road from Newport to Cowes and its surroundings can hardly be called even picturesque. To add to its forlorn appearance, a wretched modern tower has been tacked on to its west end, a feature ill-proportioned and inhar​monious. 

From Percy Stone.

                                      [image: image1.jpg]



