Chale, Isle of Wight.

   Chale Abbey, Chale Manor Farm.

                    Introduction.

Chale is a village on the southwest corner of the Isle of Wight, 8½ miles south-southwest of Newport and 7 miles west of Ventnor. 1 It lies at the foot of the southwest slope of St Catherine’s Hill, part of Chale Down, which is now owned by the National Trust. The Down is composed of Lower and Upper Greensand with a cap of Chalk and has sweeping views of Chale and Chale Bay.
The name Chale is derived from the Anglo-Saxon, coele, meaning ’ throat’ probably in the sense of a gorge or ravine, due to its proximity to the chine known as Blackgang Chine.2

.  
The present manor house is described as being built circa 1330 and is one of the oldest domestic buildings on the Island. The main house consists of a ‘Norman’ style long hall on a north south orientation with an annexe at the northwest angle and is built mainly in the local Upper Greensand stone quarried on the estate and Limestone from the quarries at Binstead.  The walls of these buildings are substantially unchanged since they were built in the time of Edward III. It nestles on the south west slope of the down and the views from the house have changed little over the centuries.

A recent visitor Edward Roberts, 3 of Cheriton and Southampton University, writes “ The house is so important, as good as many in Margaret Wood’s book, 4 that it deserves a full architectural survey.” 

It has been possible to trace most of its owners and tenants since the Anglo-Saxon occupation through the years to the Domesday Survey when it was known as Cela, and beyond to the present day. This work is presented as a basis of further study, not as a definitive account of the history and structure and the first six chapters  are from  ‘The Early Owners of Chale Manor’, 5 written by my wife, Sharon. 

Several well-known strands of the recorded history, however, are brought together as well as memories of those recently involved in its recent use and restoration. Many early visitors to the Island largely ignored the manor of Chale and its house in their writings because of its secluded setting.
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