A Catechism of Isle of Wight History.

On April 7th 1928 The Isle of Wight County Press began a weekly series of questions and answers devised by Mr F.S. Garrett of Cowes, on Isle of Wight history.  I was fascinated to read these articles I copied them. With the present interest in local history and reports from my friends it is apparent that they deserve a wider audience. The first of these are reproduced with some notes by me with the kind permission of the Editor of the County Press






Do you know?

1.  Which Island manor house has been visited by two queens?

2.  Which great actress made her first stage appearance in the Isle of Wight?

3.  Which copse on the Island was overrun with deer?

4.  Which Island girl of humble origin became a queen?

5.  Which sail was invented by an Island yachtsman?

6.  Which famous fighting ships were built for the Great War, World War I, at Cowes?

7.  What is the highest point on the Isle of Wight?

8.  Which Island town was renowned for its cracknel biscuits?

9.  Which Island pier had a horse drawn passenger vehicle?

10. Which Island boy rose from the position of a tailor’s apprentice to be an admiral in the Royal Navy.?





Answers.

1. Arreton Manor House, one of the finest examples of Elizabethan architecture on the Island was visited by Queen Victoria and Queen Mary. 

2. Miss Ellen Terry who, when a child, played ‘Puck’ in ‘A Midsummer Nights Dream’ at The Theatre Royal at Ryde

3. Borthwood Copse, near Newchurch, where Phillipa, Duchess of York had a hunting tower.

4. Sophie Dawes, the daughter of a shipbuilder of St Helens, who married the Baron de Feuchéres, became Queen of Chantilly, and occupied the chateau of that name.

5. Mr H.C. Maudslay, of Seaview, invented the spinnaker sail and was adopted throughout the world.

6. The Faulkner, Broke, Botha, and Tipperary were built by Messrs J. S. White of Cowes for the Chilean Navy, but were taken over by the Admiralty on the outbreak of war and all achieved distinction.

7. The highest point in the Isle of Wight is St Boniface Down, 787 ft, but St Catherine’s Down runs it close, at 781 ft.

8. Cowes was celebrated for cracknel biscuits and George III had a box sent to him annually.

9. From 1863 to 1876 the trams conveying passengers down Ryde Pier were drawn by horses.

10. John Hopson, a tailor’s apprentice at Bonchurch ran away to sea and joined the Royal Navy and by conspicuous bravery and merit rose to the rank of admiral.

Notes.
By Alan Champion.

1. Arreton Manor is a Domesday manor. “ The King holds Arreton in demesne. King Edward held it ...  “ The present manor house was built between 1595-1612 on the site of a much older building and includes some 14th century features.. The building is listed as of special architectural and historical interest. Queen Victoria was a frequent visitor accompanied by Empress Frederick, Duke of Albany, and Princess Beatrice. She planted a tree, Cupressus sempervirens, in the lower south lawn. 

2. Dame (Alice) Ellen Terry 1847-1928 made her first appearance on the stage in 1856. She married G.F.Watts, the ‘Freshwater’ painter and sculptor in 1864 but separated in 1865 and went on to a long an active life in the theatre.

3. Edward, born c. 1373, son of Edmund, Earl of Cambridge, Duke of York (who was the 7th child of Edward III)  He was made Earl of Rutland 1390 , and afterwards Duke of York after the death of his father in 1402, when he obtained a grant of the Island.


He was ‘degraded’ by Henry I .and inconsequently entered into a conspiracy to kill the King at Windsor on the twelfth night, but disclosing the plot. was pardoned and reinstated in his lands.

 
He afterwards obtained leave to lead the van at the battle of Agincourt but `being a fat man was thrown down, and smothered in the throng`   25th October 1415                             

Pil1ippa, Duchess of York, daughter of  John de Mohun 2nd Baron of Dunster.. She was made a Lady of the Garter in 1390, obtained a grant of land in the Island on her husband, Edward’s death. She died on the 17th July 1431 at Carisbrooke Castle and was buried in Westminster Abbey. 

4. Sophie Dawes, the St Helen’s born girl, has had her story told in several books. ‘Sophie Dawes. The Queen of Chantilly’. By Violette Montague. 1912 ‘The Mysterious Baronne de Feuchéres’ Louis Andre.1918. ‘Sophy, The Winkle Picker’ The Hon.ble. Mrs Stuart Wortley. 1930. ‘The Scandal of Sophie Dawes’ Marjorie Bowen. 1935.’Sophie,’ G Wagner 1957 and ‘The Ballad of Sophie Dawes’ J.R.Brammell 1967.

5. ” In 1866 when the yachts ‘Sphinx’ and ‘Niobe’ were racing set a balloon sail, out-boomed and hoisted to the topmast head. The crews were uncertain what to call this new-fangled piece of running canvas. Some called it a ‘Ni-öbe’ and others a ‘Spinxer’ .This latter name became ‘spinnaker’ and was accepted by yachtsmen.” The Sphinx was owned by Mr H.C.Maudslay who later became Hon. Sec. of the Seaview Yacht Club. See ‘The Complete Yachtsman’ by B. Heckstall-Smith and Capt. E. Du Boulay. 1912. p. 499.
6. See ‘Whites of Cowes, Shipbuilders.’ 1949 p.47  and 58-60 for the accounts of the ‘flotilla leaders’ and p.32 of 

‘ Maritime Heritage, Whites of Cowes. Whites-built, well-built’ by David Williams 1993 for an account of these ‘Super-destroyers’.

7. St Boniface Down 239m, St Catherine’s 235m. See ‘A Geographers Guide to the Isle of Wight’  by Roy Hollis. 1995.

8. Cracknel. ‘A light crisp biscuit, of a curved or hollow shape’

9. See ‘South Coast Railways, Ryde to Ventnor. ’Vic Mitchell and Keith Smith.1985 for a picture of the horse drawn tram. The dates given by them are 27th August 1864-76 and a later time from 1884 when a coke-fired engine was not in use.

10. See ‘The Isle of Wight . Letters Archaeological and Historical’ E Bouncer James. 1896 Vol. II p.178 for some of the details of the Hobson family on the Island. ‘John’, ‘Jack’’, Hobby’ and ‘admiral snip’ are his forenames and Hopson and Hobson  are alternative spellings of his surname. He says that a Bonchurch orphan was apprenticed to a Niton tailor. He rose through the ranks to be an admiral. It was  Sir Thomas Hobson ( Vice Admiral of the Red ) who took Vigo and was knighted  ( Hopsonn , 1642-1717,  in the Dictionary of National Biography ).  ‘Isle of Wight Folklore’ , Adrian Searle.1998 gives the full story. There is no Admiral John Hobson in the Navy Lists.
Catechism.

catechism (kăt`əkĭzəm) [Gr.,=oral instruction], originally oral instruction in religion, later written instruction. Catechisms are usually written in the form of questions and answers. Almost as old as Christianity, they were used especially for the instruction of converts and children. Catechisms were popular in the later Middle Ages and assumed even greater significance in the Reformation through Martin Luther's emphasis on the religious education of children. His Small Catechism (1529) is still the standard book of the Lutheran church. The greatest Calvinist catechism was the Heidelberg Catechism (1563). It was revised at Dort (1619) and was used in Dutch and German Reformed churches; other catechisms are the Longer and Shorter Catechisms of 1647 and 1648, drawn up to supplement the Westminster Confession; they are used in Presbyterian churches. The catechism for the Anglican Communion is included in the Book of Common Prayer. 

A catechism long in use in the Roman Catholic church was that prepared by the Jesuit Peter Canisius, which appeared in 1555. The catechism of the Council of Trent, a document of high authority issued in 1566, was essentially a manual of instruction for use by the clergy in combating the Protestant Reformation; nonetheless it remained influential for over four centuries. The best-known Catholic catechism in England for many years was the Penny Catechism, adopted by the bishops of England and Wales; that in the United States was the Baltimore Catechism. The first new universal catechism of the Catholic church since that of the Council of Trent was released in French in 1992 and in English in 1994. The book forgoes the traditional question-and-answer format, instead providing a compendium of Roman Catholic teaching and belief. A summary of the catechism that employs a question-and-answer format was released in 2005.

From the Free Dictionary by Farlex
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