Tokens.
                                                              The Eighteenth Century.

        Towards the end of the Eighteenth Century, the copper currency was again insufficient for 

requirements and poor in quality. Thousands of imitation Regal halfpence and farthings were in
circulation. In 1774 Matthew Boulton became interested in making coins using steam presses

and in 1786 and he made a large order for the East India Company. This was very successful and

between 1787 and 1797 he made a series of  tokens for the Parys Mines Company of Anglesey,

the handsome Anglesey pennies. They were made from copper from their own mine, well executed

using the accurate and fast steam presses, well designed and of good weight. A

provincial token coinage soon followed .After 1794.collectors were able to acquire good

coins and traders found them useful. However, the supply exceeded the demand the quality 

deteriorated, and they ceased to serve their purpose copper twopenny and penny pieces were issued 

in 1797 by the Royal Mint, called “cartwheels”. These coins were made by Boulton and Watt.

            Six types of  18th Century token coinage are recognized : 1. Genuine trade tokens issued by 

manufacturers, merchants, shopkeepers and workhouse officials, of good weight and bearing the name of the issuer.

                                                                                                    2. Tokens for general use, usually of light weight and with no issuers name. They were made by the token manufacturers and sold by weight.

                                                                                                   3   Advertising tokens, with no given 

value but with name of the issuer. They were often given as change.

                                                                                                   4. Coins struck for collectors, usually of good quality and regarded as works of art. Kempson`s buildings and most of Skidmore`s tokens are in this group.

                                                                                                  5.Forgeries, “ mules”, and  “false edges”. These were made by the token makers using the dies and collars in their possession after they had completed their orders. Mules were made with mixed faces and any coin could have a collar designed for another, to produce a false edge.  

The Isle of Wight has several examples of the period. The following notes are from Dalton and 

Hamer, published in 1910.

                                                                         West Cowes

.[image: image1.jpg]



   93.  O: A draped bust of Fox, upon a large halfpenny flan.

           R: Blank.

           E: Payable at the warehouse of Thos. Worswick & Sons.x                                                                                                                

   94.   O: The bust as above, the date 1798 under West Cowes Halfpenny.

           R: Arms of the town.

           E: Payable at Thos. Ayrton & Co..x.x.

         Artists: Hancock and Arnold.   Manufacture: Lutwyche.

        No Isle of Wight connections have been found for the Thomas Wostwick on the token.
        The Ayrton family are well documented in the Northwood/ Cowes area .

                                       Thomas Ayrton m. 1. Betsy Lowe of Northwood in 1788.

                                               Mercer,                

                                   _______________|_______________  

                                   |                                                         |

                          Elizabeth b. 1789.                               Esther b.1791

                                                                  2. Sarah Ratsey in 1794

                                                                |

                                  _______________________

                                  |                       |                     |          

                          Sarah b.1796    Robert b.1798    Anne b.1799.

                                                  married 

                                             Anne White in 1821,

                                     daughter of Robert White, 

                                        of Cowes, Innkeeper.

             There are further references to the family in the C.R.O. Doc. Ward  928.

.

This is a Declaration giving details of a tenement behind  “The Vine”, including

             details of the Ayrton family.

                   .

                                                                        Newport
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                                                             Robert Bird Wilkins No. 96
.96       O :Bust to left. Robert Bird  Wilkins.

           R: An antique ship. Isle of Wight halfpenny. 1792.

           E:. Payable at his office Newport.

96a. As above but
          E: Plain. 

 This is very rare.

         Engraver and Manufacturer: Mainwearing. 

          Mr H.E.Jacobs described two other coins, in his Isle of Wight County Press notes of 1909

and I am including copies of the notes because of  their interest. 


The Nineteenth Century.
   Late in the Nineteenth century several tokens were issued and a list of these is as follows :-
I he Anchor Brewery, Newport   Id. issued in 1851. Catalogue No. 1304. C.C.M.
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Shanklin Coffee House,  Id, issued in 1870.
         No.1305.
Medina  Docks,  Cowes,                                                                                          No.1307.
Shanklin Cooperative Society,       10/-                                                          No.1324.
                                                               5./ -                                                        No l325                                                                         
                                                                    2/-                                                                No.1326.

                                                         1/-                                                       No.1327.
                                                                          6d.                                                                         No.1328.
                                                                                 3 d.                                                                                No  1331
                                                                              
                                                        2d.                                                        No.1332.

                                                        2d.  Check.                                        No. 1333.
                                                           No. 1334.
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Cowes Bridge.
 l/2d.                                            No. 1344.
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Ventnor Lifeboat Coffee House.      Id.                                                No. 1306.
Cowes Cooperative Society also issued ‘Loaf ’ tokens.
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These coins were used by the issuers either as a dividend e.g. by the Co-op. or as small
change.
Charles Ratsey
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Some traders impressed foreign coins instead of blank flans and an example of this is illustrated. In this case  a Shanklin grocer, Dear and Sons, used a French 10 centime of 1854-
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